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herds of the draught cattle and milk buffaloes for which
Gujarat is famous.
The recent introduction by Government of irrigation in
this area has also greatly improved the prospects of our
settlers.
2. The Dhers are essentially Weavers, and not culti-
vators, and it was a long time before they got gradually
accustomed to purely agricultural pursuits. Time and
patience have, however, completely overcome this obstacle,
and our colonists now compare favourably with the best
farmers in their neighbourhood.
Our most remarkable and successful Colony is, how-
ever, located in the Punjab, and started with the great
advantage that there was an abundant supply of water
for irrigation, and the settlers were expert farmers.
And here we may pause to explain the general scheme
so successfully inaugurated by the Punjab Government
during the last thirty or forty years for the irrigation and
colonization of the extensive areas of fertile lands which
had hitherto remained arid and unoccupied, owing to
deficiency of rainfall and lack of irrigation.
This vast and beneficial scheme, so statesmanlike and
noble in its inception and execution, has been little known
and appreciated by the British public, perhaps largely
because its creators and administrators, instead of seeking
to enrich themselves, have lavished the benefits of the
scheme upon the toiling masses of the people, and have
themselves been willing to remain in the background,
unknown, unthanked and to a very large extent un-
recognized.
i-^The vast prairie lands of the West had always consti-
tuted a parched desert where the smallness of the rainfall
and the burning heat had made cultivation impossible,
except in the immediate neighbourhood of the rivers which
flowed through it, and which were liable to change their
course from year to year. The daring plan was conceived
of harnessing the five rivers (Panj-Ab) after which the
Province is named, and of distributing their waters in regular
channels, the main arteries of which should resemble stately
rivers. The scheme was worked out in all its details,
and it was dearly shown that while a heavy expenditure